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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the communication filed on 7/21/06 

2. Claims 1-15 are pending for examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 7/21/06 were considered by the 
examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Koo U.S. Patent 
No. 6,981,161. 

6. As per claim 1, Koo discloses a media drive [712 fig. 7] having a normal mode of 
operation and a power saving mode of operation less in power consumption than the normal 
mode of operation and controlling rotation of a removable medium in accordance with these 
modes of operation [col. 1 lines 14-45], the media drive comprising: 

detection means [560 fig. 5] for detecting ejection/insertion of the removable medium in 
the power saving mode of operation [210 fig. 2]; and 
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media control means [440, 570 fig. 5] for notifying an external device [703 fig. 7] about 
detection of the ejection/insertion of the removable medium, shifting from the power saving 
mode of operation to the normal mode of operation in accordance with an instruction from the 
external device receiving the notification, and controlling rotation of the removable medium [250 
-270 fig. 2]. 

7. As per claim 2, Koo discloses a host computer connected to the media drive [fig. 7], the 
host computer including drive control means [inherent] for detecting the notification from the 
media drive [col. 4 lines 49-57], and instructing/controlling the media drive to shift to the normal 
mode of operation [col. 3 lines 44-51]. 

8. As per claim 3, Koo discloses 

a first step that the host computer places the media drive in the power saving mode of 
operation [col. 1 lines 14-20]; 

a second step that the media drive shifted to the power saving mod'e of operation in the 
first step detects ejection/insertion of the removable medium [210 fig. 2]; 

a third step that the media drive notifies the host computer about a result of the detection 
of the ejection/insertion of the removable medium in the second step [250 fig. 2]; 

a fourth step that the host computer detects the notification from the media drive in the 
third step [260 fig. 2]; 
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a fifth step that the host computer detecting the notification from the media drive in the 
fourth step returns the media drive form the power saving mode of operation to the normal mode 
of operation; and 

a sixth step that the media drive returned from the power saving mode of operation to the 
normal mode of operation in the fifth step controls rotation of the removable medium [270 fig. 
21 

9. As per claim 4-1 5, it is noted that the limitations do not differ from claim 1-3. As 
demonstrated previously, Koo anticipated the limitations in claim 1-3. Therefore, Koo 
anticipated the limitations of claim 4-15. 

10. Claims 1, 4, 7, 10, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Atkinson U.S. Patent No. 5,838,983. 

11. As per claim 4, Teranishi discloses a media drive having a normal mode of operation and 
a power saving mode of operation less in power consumption than the normal mode of operation 
and controlling rotation of a removable medium in accordance with these modes of operation 
[col. 7 lines 1-15, col. 8 lines 1-4], the media drive comprising: 

detection means for detecting that a media ejection button is pushed for ejecting the 
removable medium and that a media insertion mechanism part is closed by insertion of the 
removable medium in the power saving mode of operation [col. 8 lines 20-22]; and 

media control means for notifying an external device about the detection that the media 
ejection button is pushed or the media insertion mechanism part is closed, shifting from the 
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power saving mode of operation to the normal mode of operation in accordance with an 
instruction from the external device receiving the notification, and controlling rotation of the 
removable medium [col. 8 lines 20-30]. 



Conclusion 

Examiner's note: 

Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the references as applied to 
the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations are 
representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from 
the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially 
teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by 
the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 
Prior Art not relied upon: 

Please refer to the references listed in attached PTO-892, which, are not relied upon for 
claim rejection since these references are relevant to the claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vincent T. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7210. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas c. Lee can be reached on (57 1)272-3667. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Vincent Tran 




